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Irish Messenger 
Jesus’s New Commandment, John (13:34): 
“Love One Another as I have Loved You” 

“It’s the law.”  
January 24, 2020 

THE MISSION OF ST. PATRICK SCHOOL is to foster the spiritual growth                         

and academic life of its students, faculty, and staff, and to teach children,                                                

with the cooperation of parents, a Catholic way of life. 

Virtue of the Week 
This week our virtue theme is ADAPTABLE—The strength to 
adjust to new conditions, new circumstances, a different ven-
ue. An ADAPTABLE team or person is tough to beat! ADAPTA-
BLE teams and people don’t stress, panic or fight when the un-
expected happens; they rally and find a way to succeed despite 
the change in circumstances. You carry yourself different when 
you are ADAPTABLE and that makes a big difference. 
PRAYER 
Lord, we know things change constantly and so many times we 
are fearful of that change. With this being the case, please 
Lord, give us the faith and ability to be ADAPTABLE when 
these constant changes happen-not giving in to fear but trust-
ing in You and Your love and grace always. You love us and 
You prove that love for us every day. 

Important Upcoming Dates 

Jan. 26-Feb. 1 Catholic Schools Week 
Jan. 26:  Catholic Schools Mass 11:00 am 
Jan. 27:  Parent/Grandparent Breakfast  
   8:00-11:00am; Gym 
Jan. 30:  St. Patrick Talent Show 12:00- 
   3:00pm 
Feb. 1:  St. Patrick Parish and School   
   Family Fun Night 5:00-8:00pm 
Feb. 6:  Preschool/Kindergarten                
   Information Night 6:00-7:15pm 
Feb. 12:  Early Dismissal 2:00pm; Teacher 
   In-Service; Aftercare provided  
Feb. 17:  No School; Presidents’ Day 
Feb. 20:  Evening Adoration 3rd Grade;  
   5:30pm-7:30pm 
Mar. 9:  No School; Region I Faculty           
   In-Service 
Mar. 11:  Early Dismissal 2:00pm; Teacher 
   In-Service; Aftercare provided 
Mar. 15:  Confirmation at Cathedral 3:30pm 
Mar. 19:  Evening Adoration 2nd Grade;  
   5:30pm-7:30pm 
Mar. 23-27:  No School; Spring Break 
Mar. 30:  School Resumes 

Reminder: 
Make sure you register to hold your 
place with the Empower Illinois Tax 

Credit Scholarship! You need to     
apply for this scholarship before you 

can apply for the Spalding           
Scholarship.  For additional             

information go to                             
EmpowerIllinois.org. 

https://school.stpatswashington.com/


“Reverence, Respect, Responsibility… 

Excellence in Academics  and Faith Formation” 

 

Upcoming Athletic Events  
Jan. 24: 6th Grade Boys Basketball @ Dee Mack 
  7:00pm 
Jan. 25: 6th Grade Boys Basketball @ Dee Mack 
  TBA 
Jan. 27: 7th Grade Boys Basketball Regionals  @ 
  Home 5:00pm 
Jan. 28: Girls Volleyball vs. St. Mary’s @ Home 
  4:30pm 
Jan. 29: 7th  Grade Boys Basketball Regionals @ 
  Home 5:00pm 
Jan. 30:   Girls Volleyball vs. S. Pekin @ Home  
  4:30pm 
Jan. 31: 6th Grade Girls Volleyball vs.                  
  St. Thomas @ Home 5:00pm 

Sister Magdalena’s Religion Classes 

Upcoming Activity Events 
Feb. 28: Band IGSMA Organization 
  Contest @ Germantown Hills 
  MS TBA 
Feb. 29: Spanish Club GlobalFest  
  Illinois @EIU 7am-7pm 
Mar. 7: Band Solo/Ensemble Contest 
  @ St. Patrick 9am—12pm 
Mar. 14: Band IGSMA Solo/Ensemble 
  Contest @ ICC 9am-4:00pm 

1st Grade practicing for Friday’s Mass 

7th Grade visited Rep. Darin LaHood to 
highlight the 47th Tazewell County Right 
to Life project. They delivered baby food 
to charities in the area to help mothers 
in need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



“Meet the Teachers and Staff of St. Patrick’s School” is limited time article that will be featured in the 
Irish Messenger. The 6th grade ELA class interviewed all the teachers and staff and wrote interesting 
pieces about each one. Two members of the St. Patrick faculty and/or staff will be featured each week. 
Please take the time to get to know the wonderful people who work with our children each and every 
day and love doing so.   Vol. 8 
 

Meet the Pre-K Teachers 
By Angela Horning 

Mrs. Hughes 
 

Mrs. Shannon Hughes is the Pre-K teacher. She went to school at 
Western Illinois University, taught at Odell Grade School for 2 years, and 
TriPoint for 11 years before coming to Saint Patrick’s in 2016.  

Before taking over the pre-kindergarten program, she taught 
fourth grade at St. Pat’s.  She liked teaching fourth grade social studies 
the best, and now loves teaching everything in Pre-K.  
Mrs. Hughes wanted to become a teacher because she liked school as a 
kid and enjoyed babysitting. 

Mrs. Hughes says, “My favorite part about teaching is when I see 
a student remember what I’ve taught them.” She also loves the people 
she works with.  
If she could change anything about her job she would like to have four day school week. 

In her free time she likes to bake, read, and spend time with her family.  She has three children: 
Emersyn, Abby, and Jace who all attend St. Pat’s.  She and her family like to go on walks, bike rides, 
watch movies, and just be outside with each other! 

 
 
 
 

 
Meet Mrs. Berquist 
 
 
Mrs. Kim Berquist is the teacher’s aide for pre-k 4 at St. Pat’s.  

Mrs. Berquist has been the aid for the preschool   for a total of 25 years, ever 
since 1995 when she was asked by Sister Mary Ann. Her job as an aid is to make 
it easier for Mrs. Hughes to prepare for class. 

East Peoria High School is where she went to school.  
She likes listening to the kids. When asked If she could change one thing about 
her job she said, “I would not have school start until later.”  

In her free time she likes to travel and spend time with her two 
daughters and her grandson, Max. She also likes to have Sunday dinners and 
vacations with her family.  

 

 
 

 
 



 St. Patrick Schedule of Events for Catholic Schools Week 2020 
 

January 26 – Sunday - Celebrating Our Parish 

 St. Patrick School Mass will be held at 11:00 a.m. 

 St. Patrick School students will participate in liturgy readings, etc. at 11:00 a.m. Mass. 

 St. Patrick School Jr. High Choir will perform at 11:00 Mass.   

 

January 27 – Monday - Celebrating Our Community 

 Parent/Grandparents will be treated to breakfast from 8:00-10:00 a.m.   

 Grades K-2 will complete a drive of items needed for “Threads, Hope, and Love”. 

 Grades 3-4 will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for the seniors of the parish.  They will 

also make cards and bookmarks and mail them to the senior parishioners. 

 Grades 5-8 will work on a community service project for the Washington Park District.   

 Students may dress in a career choice of what they would like to be when they grow up. 

 

January 28 – Tuesday - Celebrating Our Students 

 Spelling Bee is scheduled in the Sister Mary Ann Gym at 8:00 a.m.   

 A popcorn treat will be provided for students.   

 House groups (Grades 5-8) will work with their House partners (Grades K-4) in 

completing a special project. 

 Students may dress as they think they will look on their 100th birthday (since we are close 

to attending 100 days of school). 

 

January 29 – Wednesday - Celebrating Our Nation 

 Parish community and emergency response leaders will be invited to lunch.   

 House Games assembly will be held in the gym at 2:30 p.m.  Grade 5-8 Houses will 

participate in relays against each other.   

 Students may wear their House colors, Grades 5-8 their House Saint shirt, and Grades K-

4 may wear the color of the House team they are assigned. Skirts and slacks may also be 

in House colors.   

 

January 30 – Thursday - Celebrating Vocations 

 Vocation prayer will be included in daily announcements.   

 Students will pray for all vocations. 

 Pastor, Parochial Vicar, and Sisters will be recognized.   

 Students may wear spirit wear and green slacks and skirts or uniform slacks and skirts. 

 Talent Show will be performed from12:00-3:00 p.m.  

 

January 31 – Friday - Celebrating Teachers and Staff 

 All School Mass will be held at 8:15 a.m.   

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place after the 8:15 a.m. Mass and All 

School Benediction will be at 3:00 p.m. 

 Teachers and staff will be treated to a lunch during their lunch hours.   

 

February 1 – Saturday  - Catholic Schools Week Conclusion 

 Spaghetti Dinner and Family Fun Night will be from 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Jr. High Dance (7th and 8th Grades) will be held 8:00-10:00 p.m.   

 

      



You are invited to  
St. Patrick School 

 Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Family Info Night 

6:00-7:15 p.m. 
February 6th, 2020 

 
 

Night includes: 

Brief Info Meeting, Story, Games, Crafts, and Snack 

Incoming Pre-K and Kindergarten students are welcome 

Open for anyone who has a three year old through 
Kindergarten student for the 2020-2021 school year 



 

 

8th Grade Gift Bearers & Greeters Wanted! 
 
If you will be able to attend one of our Masses during the weekend of February 1st/2nd and want to help out, please 
sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0845ACAE2EA2FD0-8thgrade. You may also email 
JTall700@gmail.com with your sign-up if you don’t want to use the SignUp Genius. 
 
Greeters will be opening doors, greeting parishioners, and/or handing out bulletins as 
they enter church. 
 

Please arrive 20 minutes before the start of Mass. Check in with an usher located in the back of church. If 
enough greeters have signed up, some will go to the side entrances while others remain at the main 
entrance. At least two people should open doors and greet parishioners while another two can ask to hand 
out bulletins at the main entrance. (If it is cold, please open the doors ONLY as needed!) At least one person 
is needed for each role at the side entrances. You may take your seat in the church when the cantor 
welcomes the congregation. 
 

Gift Bearers have the honor of representing the entire parish as we return to God a 
small part of the many blessings that He has given to us. The unleavened Bread and 
Wine that you carry will be consecrated to become the Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Please check in the with the ushers at least 10 minutes before Mass starts.  After the Prayers of the Faithful 
(petitions), head to the back of the church by the gift table. An usher will help you with the gifts. You will 
proceed down the main aisle with the gifts after the collection (when the priest/deacon and altar servers are in 
place at the front of the altar). 
 
When you arrive at the altar, present the gifts one at a time to the Priest/Deacon. Stay with the group until 
everyone has given their gift. Then, as a group, bow reverently when the priest or deacon bows, and 
return to your seats. 

 

Date  Time  Available Slots (# of 8th grade volunteers needed) 

2/1/2020 
(Sat.) 

4:30pm   Greeters (6) 

Gift Bearers (4) 

2/2/2020 
(Sun.) 

8:30am Greeters (6) 

Gift Bearers (4) 

2/2/2020 
(Sun.) 

11:00am  Greeters (6) 

Gift Bearers (4) 

 
 
Thank you for volunteering! 



 

5th Annual Pot O’ Gold Dinner Auction 

March 14, 2020 6pm—Midnight 

Countryside Banquet Facility 

 

DISCOUNTED Early Bird Tickets available ‘til  

February 16th @ $50 each; $60 after 2/16 

 TO REGISTER & PURCHASE TICKETS PLEASE VISIT OUR SITE: 

https://stpatrickparish.schoolauction.net/pog2020/register/ticket_sales  

If you would like to make a donation or purchase  

advertising,  please contact CALL 309-444-3524. 

https://stpatrickparish.schoolauction.net/pog2020/register/ticket_sales


                  
                   Daddy/Daughter Dance 

For St. Patrick’s School/Parish 

Knights of Columbus Hall on February 29th from 6 – 8 pm 

Girls K-8 Grade 

Registration Form 

Please return this form in an envelope marked “Daddy Daughter Dance, Attention Ezzy Ozella” by 
February 26th to the school office.  Please enclose cash or check made payable to St. Patrick’s 
School. DJ, Dancing and treats will be provided.  

Family Name ______________________________________________________ 

Email address for photos__________________________________________ 

Daughter/Grade ___________________________________________________ 

Daughter/Grade ___________________________________________________ 

Daughter/Grade ___________________________________________________ 

Number attending ___________ Cost is $25.00 per couple and $5.00 for each additional daughter 

Please remember that male relatives or family friends are welcome as escorts.  

Contact Ezzy Ozella at 309-251-7833 with any questions.     



4-8th GRADE YOUth GROUP 

 

LAsER tAG & BOwLinG At 

PLAzA LAnEs, wAshinGtOn 

 

FEBRUARY 16th 4-5:30-PM 

$10 PER PERsOn 
(FiRst COME, FiRst sERvE) 

 



Reservation Night 2020 
As a reminder, reservations for a 2020-2021 Empower Illinois tax credit scholarship will open 

on Wednesday, January 15, 2020.  

  

 

 

Like last year, the application process will include two steps: a reservation and an application. 

 

Parents who applied for a 2019 scholarship should have received an email from Empower 

Illinois reminding them to use the same email as last year to log into their EmpowerXChange 

portal to complete the application. 

This year, the reservation will form will be available at 6:30pm, to give families time to 

enter their information before submission at 7pm. More information about preparing for 

reservation night can be found on our website under, "How Do I Apply." 

  
2020-2021 Application 
The 2020-2021 scholarship application will be available on Friday, January 17. Families 

who have completed their reservation by 9 a.m. on Thursday, January 16 will receive an 

email from Empower Illinois on Friday morning notifying them the application is live. If 

families complete their email after this date and time, they will receive their notification email 

the following week.  

   

Application Previews and Guides 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fempowerillinois.us17.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc75efb926a2133c1fc8d02f56%26id%3d98c62e7f7b%26e%3d6ae50cfbf7&c=E,1,-jNYvdXA-96pS1JEJmsI34vCC8G_LU-h5x1AzAJs0B3AdXVOoOgeoHocRnbu_1gjnw_U7KNhn4hs2eJHKl0230kRINi9CRGTxUQc7lHNpg,,&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fempowerillinois.us17.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc75efb926a2133c1fc8d02f56%26id%3d98c62e7f7b%26e%3d6ae50cfbf7&c=E,1,-jNYvdXA-96pS1JEJmsI34vCC8G_LU-h5x1AzAJs0B3AdXVOoOgeoHocRnbu_1gjnw_U7KNhn4hs2eJHKl0230kRINi9CRGTxUQc7lHNpg,,&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fempowerillinois.us17.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc75efb926a2133c1fc8d02f56%26id%3dc5a0ac7cb2%26e%3d6ae50cfbf7&c=E,1,rMPeDu9pgAyEtiMKeNzamaJBXYZ8DIQC2oz_SAdnej00DrtLUwsMGXgB-jr-N48FHX2uSMxtcQQGT-mFMDHBzv-I1b3ORkoPrvq1gVwhVT8qT5ylEjUTnA,,&typo=0


 

• Preview of the reservation and application pages in both English and Spanish 

• Step-by-step application instructions in both English and Spanish. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fempowerillinois.us17.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc75efb926a2133c1fc8d02f56%26id%3daaf7354973%26e%3d6ae50cfbf7&c=E,1,28OEqM6b92FviyMVCGGnQomLgfy-ysjhPERNCOsYABJA61rUMCfrRlcW0fWzzG0kj6qvip6v6647MtaOJFloS75y1h8PEGEJPatSlwM-c5RmrlYjDlGx&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fempowerillinois.us17.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc75efb926a2133c1fc8d02f56%26id%3dce1b1af025%26e%3d6ae50cfbf7&c=E,1,mtCD-tIdJre-xVoku8kYFNOtFynjuJ5pRHhbGZXTGz54H4uGXJD1UxjryKaXpG4TzuNPmptrRyLleYUFoWbKXkQj5GZbVJGB0mxrXHylTFl1JQ719sfspPE_b12r&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fempowerillinois.us17.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc75efb926a2133c1fc8d02f56%26id%3d438ed5fe03%26e%3d6ae50cfbf7&c=E,1,SyF_t4wBHBrWk-lz8JXtDizJWnMPuSo7xSL88O3s-6kDI-3GMfOksicvX_QlAC_fQExJ3RhJnALD6XNdhty3Zbvdv78-WBl_Se0V3iZRpUOHu7apDzRpWfnD&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fempowerillinois.us17.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc75efb926a2133c1fc8d02f56%26id%3ddddf4d9364%26e%3d6ae50cfbf7&c=E,1,_IxRA7pzsSHKU3juMDLBOq8tS1SAw_wVKqBp_vPl4lH_NaxY4VQeFBDdif5Le_K2mf-b2yvxK4HA8VN_ULzYga2KteuQXb_h1QuT7UhW3k_QTA,,&typo=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

Girl Scout Law 

 

I will do my best to be 

honest and fair, 

friendly and helpful, 

considerate and 

caring, courageous 

and strong, and 

responsible for what I 

say and do, and to 

respect myself and 

others, respect 

authority, use 

resources wisely, 

make the world a 

better place, and be a 

sister to every Girl 

Scout. 

Catholic Discovery Night with 
Girl Scouts! 

mailto:bkrider@girlscouts-gsci.org
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